Political Cartoon Assignment
A good political cartoon must have five basic features:

1. It must be simple.

2. People must be able to understand it.

3. The cartoon must be timely.

4. It must evoke emotion. A good cartoon should make people laugh or make them mad.

5. Always, the cartoon must give a point of view. The cartoon may be looking at the truth, but it usually is coming from a specific viewpoint.

Now that you’ve had some experience reading and analyzing political cartoons, you are going to try creating one on your own.

· Brainstorm at least five topic ideas by thinking about current events in your school, your neighborhood, or the world.
Example: People calling “dibs” on parking spaces after is snows.
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· Choose one of the ideas above and describe a point that you might want to make about that event. Perhaps you agree and want to show your support or perhaps you would like to ridicule those who might feel differently.

Example: People who dig out their spaces feel entitled to have dibs on the parking spot.
· What symbols, sayings, or pop culture references might be appropriate for this topic?

Example: Symbols – all different kinds of furniture saving spots – chairs, dressers, cones, cribs, etc.
Your assignment is to take everything into consideration about your topic/issue and create a political cartoon. I am not grading you on artistry. I am grading you on whether you follow the five basic feature of political cartoons, techniques used to satirize your topic/issue, and if your cartoon includes irony. Draw your cartoon on the back of this sheet. When you are finished drawing your cartoon, you must complete the analysis form. This assignment is worth a total of 30 class assignment points.
