[image: image1.emf]                        Kenwood Academy English Department
                     English III – British Literature Syllabus
                                           Instructor: Ms. Bolos    

 
       

  Contact Information:

                            English Department Office

Room 112

 773-535-1350 Ext. 27418 

       dcbolos1@cps.edu
Class website: www.bolosbritlit.weebly.com
Prerequisite: Students should have successfully completed American Literature in the sophomore year. 
Description: In this course, students examine the development of the English language and British literature from the Anglo-Saxon Period through the present. Readings include works in all major genres. This course refines skills taught in previous years and includes a research assignment that is required for semester credit in the course. 
Objectives: 

1. To develop reading, writing, speaking, listening and critical thinking skills. 

2. To prepare students to meet and exceed personal and school goals for the ACT test.

3. To gain knowledge and understanding of various works in British literature from the Anglo-Saxon Period to the present.

Standards: This class addresses the following standards:

	College Readiness Standards
	Illinois State Standards

	English: Topic development; organization, unity, and coherence; word choice, style, tone, clarity, and economy; sentence structure and formation; punctuation.  

Reading: Main ideas; supporting details; sequencing, comparisons, cause/effect; meanings of words; generalizations and conclusions.  

Writing: Expressing judgment; focusing on a topic; developing a position; organizing ideas; using language.  
	Read with understanding and fluency; Read and understand literature representative of various societies, eras and ideas; 

Write to communicate for a variety of purposes; Listen and speak effectively in a variety of situations; Use the language arts to acquire, assess, and communicate information.

A full list of College Readiness Standards is available at

     http://www.act.org/standard

A detailed breakdown of the Illinois standards is available at   

     http://www.isbe.net/ils/


Grading: Grades will be determined by the following and will be weighted in by the following percentages:


20%--Class participation: Discussions, small group discussions, community call, absences/tardies, etc.



15%--Completion of homework



20%--Completion of class assignments



25%--Quizzes, exams, essays (including the research paper) 



10%--Midterm Exam



10%--Final Exam

Each assignment will be presented along with the criteria that I will use for grading it (a rubric). You will always know what you need to do to get the grade you want. Also, each assignment, test, project, etc. will be worth a specified number of points and you will know which of the above categories it falls under. I use the following grading scale:


General Level Grading Scale:

A = 100-90
B = 89-80
C = 79-70
D = 69-60
F = 59 and below
Honors Level Grading Scale: 
A= 100-93
B = 92-83
C = 82-73
D = 72-63
F = 62 and below
Credits: Earning a D or above results in .5 credits per semester (1 credit for the entire year)

Materials needed: Novels and other readings will be provided unless otherwise noted by teacher. Students should come to class daily with:
· either a spiral-bound notebook or a 3-ring binder with loose-leaf paper
· a folder for handouts (not needed if you hole punch them and put them in your binder)
· a flash drive
· writing utensils including pens(do not write in anything other than blue or black), pencils, and a highlighter 
· the novel or book we are reading
· your assignment notebook
Homework: Students will have regular homework including reading, writing and reviewing.  It is crucial for students to complete all reading assignments, as they are necessary for class activities, quizzes, tests and writing assignments.  Assignments should be typed when required, or hand written in blue or black ink as directed by teacher. 
Class absences/Make-up work/Late work policy: All absences require a note from home in order to be excused by teacher and attendance office. Missed tests and quizzes due to excused absences must be taken the day the student returns to school. Late assignments due to excused absences will be accepted for full credit on the day the student returns to school. Late work due to incompletion and unexcused absences will not be accepted. Sign-outs for school activities require 24-hour notice (permission given only if passing).

Also, I will update the class website daily. If you are absent, this is a great way to get the handouts/homework. Any notes that taken in class when you are absent are your responsibility to get. You can either get the notes from a classmate or I will keep a binder of the PPT presentations I give in class. You may not take the binder out of class. You must make time after/before class to see me about the binder.
Absence from class has a direct impact on the level of success in this class. When you are absent please approach me before or after class or during my office hours to discuss what you missed. Do not ask me in the middle of class. 

***Tardiness and Absences (excused and unexcused) will have a direct impact on your class participation grade

Honor Code/Class Rules and Expectations: I have high expectations for my students. And we must remember that we will strive for success collectively. 

1. Students must come to class on time every day, have an ID on, be prepared with necessary materials, and be prepared to think and work.

2. Any student arriving after the bell must get a tardy pass.

3. Students should practice common courtesy, patience, tolerance and respect towards their classmates and teacher in order to ensure the best learning experience for everyone.

4. The possession or use of a cell phone in the classroom will result in disciplinary action by the Dean of Students.

5. The use of profanity will result in disciplinary action by the Dean of Students.

6. Plagiarism is copying someone else’s work or ideas and passing them off as your own.  Plagiarized work will receive an F.

7. Food is not allowed in the classroom. 

8. I will grade your papers, tests, and assignments in a fair and timely fashion. I will offer suggestions for improvement and I will take improvement into consideration when grading future assignments.  If you feel that I have graded a paper, homework assignment, or test unfairly, talk to me about it. I can make mistakes, and I will listen to what you have to say. I value and respect your opinions. 

9. I am always willing to help students. If there are issues related to what we read, write or discuss I always have time to address the issues. Ask questions. Please. I love them. Be brave, sometimes the question you have is one other people are too afraid to ask.

10. I expect our classroom to be a safe place for ALL students. Students will exhibit courtesy and respect toward all other students at all times. Hateful comments or disrespectful language concerning race, gender, sexuality, political views, appearance, or of any other type will not be tolerated; this applies to serious as well as “joking” comments. If you feel at any time that another student is violating this policy please see me.

***All of these things will have a direct impact on your grade in this class!
Conferences: Students are encouraged to arrange to meet with me during my office hours.  This is a time to discuss any ideas, questions or concerns you may have about the course or specific assignments. 

Office hours:  by appointment Periods 3 and 8, and after school every day except Tuesday
Quarter 1: 9/7/10-11/12/10

In-service: 9/24/10, 10/22/10, 11/12/10

Holidays: 10/11/10, 11/11/10

Parent/Teacher Conference: 11/18/10

Summer reading 



Fiction - the curious incident of the dog in the night-time by Mark Haddon

Literature of the Anglo-Saxon and Medieval Period



Poetry - Beowulf 


Fiction - Canterbury Tales by Geoffrey Chaucer (prologue and selections)



Various supplemental fiction and non-fiction readings


Writing




the curious incident of the dog in the night-time – 5-paragraph position essay

Beowulf – 5-paragraph argumentation essay 



Canterbury Tales – ACT-style timed writing


Grammar

Parts of Speech, capitalization, subordinating conjunctions and relative pronouns, parallel form, regular and irregular verbs, verb tenses, punctuation at end of sentences, commas

Quarter 2: 11/15/10- 1/28/11

In-service: 12/3/10

Holidays: 11/25-26/10, 1/17/11

Winter Break: 12/20-1/2/11

Literature of the Elizabethan Period, The Age of Reason and The Romantic Period



Drama - Macbeth by William Shakespeare

Satirical Essay - A Modest Proposal by Jonathan Swift



Poetry – works by Blake, Byron, Coleridge, Keats, Shelley and Wordsworth



Various supplemental fiction and non-fiction readings 

Writing

Macbeth - 5-paragraph argumentation essay 



A Modest Proposal – Creative Writing Satire



Romantic Period Poetry – Research Paper


Grammar

Subject/verb agreement, prepositions, pronouns, idioms, adjective and adverb forms, consistency of voice, mood, semicolons, colons, quotation marks, underlining, italics, ellipses, parenthesis, brackets

Quarter 3: 1/31/11- 4/1/11

In-service: 2/10/11, 4/1/11

Holidays: 2/11/11, 2/21/11, 3/7/11

Parent Teacher Conference: 4/7/11

Literature of The Romantic Period (cont.) and The Victorian Age (focus on women writers)



Poetry – works by Blake, Byron, Coleridge, Keats, Shelley and Wordsworth (cont.)
Non-fiction essay – A Vindication of the Rights of Women by Mary Wollstonecraft

Fiction – Teacher’s choice, options include: Pride and Prejudice, Emma, Sense and Sensibility, 

Persuasion by Jane Austen, Frankenstein by Mary Shelley, Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte and Wuthering Heights by Emily Bronte



Various supplemental fiction and non-fiction readings 


Writing



Romantic Period Poetry – Research Paper (cont.)



Teacher’s choice novel – ACT-style timed writing and research-based writing presentation


Grammar

Apostrophes, Word choice and Redundancy, possessive pronouns, adverbs, contractions, run-on and fused sentences, comma splices and sentence fragments, parenthesis 

Quarter 4: 4/4/11- 6/17/11

In-service: 6/16/11

Holiday:  5/30/11

Spring Break: 4/18-22/11

Literature of the 20th and 21st Centuries



Fiction - 1984 by George Orwell

Fiction - Students choice, options include: Animal Farm by George Orwell, Brave 

New World by Aldous Huxley, A Clockwork Orange by Anthony Burgess, Lord of the Flies 

by William Golding,  Divided Kingdom by Rupert Thomson, About a Boy, High Fidelity by 

Nick Hornby, Agatha Christie, To the Lighthouse, Mrs. Dalloway, Orlando by Virginia Woolf, Atonement by Ian McEwan, The Hobbit, The Fellowship of the Ring by J.R.R. Tolkien, Space Trilogy by C.S. Lewis, ‘Tis by Frank McCourt The Commitments, The Snapper, Patty Clarke Ha Ha Ha by Roddy Doyle


Writing



1984 - 5-paragraph argumentation essay



Student’s choice novel – Expository writing and group report
Grammar

Modifiers, consistency of person within and between sentences, verb tense within and between sentences, punctuating items or phrases in a series and punctuating to indicate clause

*** A complete curriculum course map with is available upon request
English III – British Literature

Student Acknowledgement: By signing below, I confirm that I have read and understood the above requirements and expectations.
______________________________
_______________________________

          Student Name (print) 


          Signature

Parent/Guardian Acknowledgement:  By signing below, I confirm that I have read and understood the above requirements and expectations.*  
_____________________________
______________________________
     Parent/Guardian Name (print)


          Signature

In order to encourage communication, please include complete contact information below. Please circle the method of communication that is best for me to contact you.
Home phone: ____________________________________
Cell phone: ________________________________________

Daytime phone: __________________________________  
Email Address: _____________________________________

Additional contacts (such as other family members or friends):

_____________________________________________________________________________ 

I am always available to help before, during, and after school. I look forward to working with you this year, and welcome any questions that you might have throughout the school year. 

Please check our class website to see what your student is learning and what they should be doing at home
www.bolosbritlit.weebly.com
Also, you have the ability to check student grades:

Email Mr. Narain at dnarain@cps.edu for a pin number. Once you have obtained your pin, visit https://parent.cps.k12.il.us to create an account. Choose the link "Click here to sign up" to begin the registration process.
*Please detach and return this portion to the instructor no later than Monday, September 13, 2010. 
English III:
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What You Can Expect From Ms. B:
1. There will always be a Community Call, ACT prep, or grammar related question at the beginning of class. There will always be an exit ticket or self-reflection question at the end of class.

2. There will be objectives for every lesson. These objectives will help you check yourself, and Ms. B, about what you learned that day. Sometimes the objectives will remain unchanged for a couple days or even a week, or there may be one objective that remains for the entire unit. 

3. There will be an agenda written on the board or projected on the screen so you always know what we are doing that day.
4. Everyone will be treated fairly and consistently.
5. My expectations for you are HIGH. You will be treated like scholars in this class. Everyone has a valuable opinion and everyone has the ability to learn and achieve in this class. Respect yourself and take ownership of your grade in this class.

6. When the bell rings you must be ready to work and have fun. And you will do so until the bell rings for you to leave.

7. Grades will be updated frequently (weekly) and it is your responsibility to check your grades online. 
8. I rarely give extra credit. Don’t ask for extra credit, if you do your work you won’t need it. There may be instances where I allow you to do make-up work, but it will not be a separate assignment, it will be one that you failed to turn in in the first place.
9. Do not act a fool in this class. I will not tolerate it. When you act a fool, people end up laughing AT you not with you. It’s okay to have fun, but you should know the difference.
10. My goal is to prepare you for college. I will do everything in my power to do that. I am going to open the door for you; it is up to you to walk through it.

