Poetic Devices and Figurative Language
	
	Definition
	Example

	Rhyme scheme
	A consistent pattern of rhyme throughout a poem


	

	Simile
	A comparison of two or more unlike things using the words like or as

	

	Metaphor
	A comparison between two unlike things in which one thing becomes another

	

	Personification
	A figure of speech that treats an object as if it were a living creature

	

	Alliteration
	The repetition of initial consonant sounds

	

	Consonance
	A form of internal rhyme in which consonant sounds are repeated

	

	Assonance
	A form of internal rhyme characterized by the repetition of vowel sounds in words that are close together

	

	Tone
	A writer’s or speaker’s attitude toward a subject

	

	Mood
	The atmosphere or general feeling in a literary work

	

	Imagery
	The verbal expression of sensory experience; descriptive or figurative language used to create word pictures; imagery is created by details that appeal to one or more of the five senses
	

	Theme
	A writer’s central idea or main message about life

	

	Connotation
	The associations and emotional overtones attached to a word beyond its literal definition or denotation. A connotation may be positive, negative, or neutral

	

	Denotation
	The exact literal meaning of a word

	


