Preparing an Abstract for a Research Paper

What is an abstract?

An abstract is a proposal for a paper you want to write.  It should help you as you develop your research topic and help your teacher determine whether you have a good subject to write a successful paper. It should be a one-page description of your intent with your research and your paper. This synopsis should include your topic/issue, how it connects to 1984, why you selected this topic, and what you hope to learn.

What does an abstract look like?

An abstract should have the following parts. Do not label the sections – it should flow from paragraph to paragraph. It does not have to be typed.

Course and date										Your name


Title of the Proposed Paper





Statement of the Topic


Write a paragraph or two stating your subject/topic/issue. Discuss some of the key points you plan to discuss, what the argument is, and how you plan to prove it.





Connection to 1984


Write a paragraph about how your subject/topic/issue connects to 1984 and how you plan to incorporate it into your research.





Your Reason Why


Write a paragraph on why you want to write about this subject/topic/issue, and what makes it exciting, serious, and important to you.  

















