I. Introduction
A. “The Ministry of Love was the really frightening one…It was a place impossible to enter except on official business, and then only by penetrating through a maze of barbed-wire entanglements, steel doors, and hidden machine-gun nests” (Orwell 5).
B. As Winston has described, the Ministry of Love, or Miniluv, was the department created by the Party to maintain law and order among the citizens of Oceania. Various tactics were used by Party members in the Ministry of Love including torture, sleep deprivation, starvation, and manipulation. Many of those captured and brought to the Ministry of Love were accused of crimes against the Party, sometimes without tangible proof or evidence.
C. In George Orwell’s dystopian novel, 1984, the Party’s use of the Ministry of Love functions similarly to the United States’ use of Guantanamo Bay. These similarities include interrogation tactics, prison conditions, and the use of false or flawed evidence to hold detainees.
D. Subcategory Sentences
1. The interrogation tactics used by U.S. officials in Guantanamo Bay consistently violate human rights and the Geneva Convention, and include abusive and harsh techniques that border on torture.
2. Detainees of Guantanamo Bay have alleged that they are kept in mesh-sided cells with little privacy; that lights are left on around the clock, making it difficult for them to sleep; that they are kept in isolation most of the time; that they are blindfolded when being relocated within the camps; that they are not permitted to talk in groups of more than three.
3. With the creation of Wikileaks came reports of Guantanamo Bay detainees being held under false pretexts and have no link to Al Qaeda or the Taliban.
E. Though Guantanamo Bay represents the United States’ fight against the “war on terror”, there are many similarities to the novel 1984, which was written in 1948.
“The Ministry of Love was the really frightening one…It was a place impossible to enter except on official business, and then only by penetrating through a maze of barbed-wire entanglements, steel doors, and hidden machine-gun nests” (Orwell 5). As Winston has described, the Ministry of Love, or Miniluv, was the department created by the Party to maintain law and order among the citizens of Oceania. Various tactics were used by Party members in the Ministry of Love including torture, sleep deprivation, starvation, and manipulation. Many of those captured and brought to the Ministry of Love were accused of crimes against the Party, sometimes without tangible proof or evidence. In George Orwell’s dystopian novel, 1984, the Party’s use of the Ministry of Love functions similarly to the United States’ use of Guantanamo Bay. These similarities include interrogation tactics, prison conditions, and the use of false or flawed evidence to hold detainees. The interrogation tactics used by U.S. officials in Guantanamo Bay consistently violate human rights and the Geneva Convention, and include abusive and harsh techniques that border on torture. Detainees of Guantanamo Bay have alleged that they are kept in mesh-sided cells with little privacy; that lights are left on around the clock, making it difficult for them to sleep; that they are kept in isolation most of the time; that they are blindfolded when being relocated within the camps; that they are not permitted to talk in groups of more than three. With the creation of Wikileaks came reports of Guantanamo Bay detainees being held under false pretexts and have no link to Al Qaeda or the Taliban. Though Guantanamo Bay represents the United States’ fight against the “war on terror”, there are many similarities to the novel 1984, which was written in 1948.
II.  Subcategory #1

A. Paragraph #1

1. The interrogation techniques used at Guantanamo Bay in combination with their duration and the manner which they are applied, are overly aggressive, persistent, and border on the line of torture.

2. Guantanamo Bay personnel “used cruelty, and even bizarre sexual tactics against the prisoners” (CBS News 5/23/11). These techniques were sometimes used to inspire the prisoners to offer confessions or any information that implicated themselves or others in terrorist activities or plans. But, these techniques were more often used as means to intimidate, embarrass, and terrorize the prisoners.
3. According to the Washington Post, a detainee “was forced to wear a woman’s bra and had a thong placed on his head during the course of his interrogation and was told that his mother and sister were whores. With a lease tied to his chains, he was led around the room and forced to perform a series of dog tricks” (Woodward 5/23/11). While most people consider torture a form of physical abuse that results in the hurting of prisoners, there are other forms of “psychological” or “sexual” torture which is used to breakdown the prisoners. A Saudi who had been in flight school in the United Stated says at Guantanamo Bay he witnessed a female interrogator trying to sexually entice a male prisoner to somehow make the prisoner feel  disconnected and guilty in regards to his Islamic faith (CBS News 5/23/11). Earlier this April, medical evaluations were released in nine cases from Guantanamo Bay which revealed that detainees were subjected to harsh and consistent torture of both a psychological and physical nature (ScienceDaily 5/23/11). Army Colonel Patrick Lang, head of human intelligence at the Pentagon’s Defense Intelligence Agency, reports that prisoners have claimed to have been beaten, kicked, and knocked around with serious bodily consequences like busted heads, broken bones, and broken teeth (CBS News 5/23/11). One of the most common forms of interrogation and torture at Guantanamo Bay was a technique called waterboarding which is considered a process of controlled drowning. Prisoners are often blindfolded and restrained as water is poured over their mouths and noses causing their lungs to fill up with water and simulate drowning (Doyle 5/23/11). This technique rarely yields a confession, but results in physical and psychological torture.
4. Under certain circumstances, United States officials claim that the interrogation techniques used by personnel at Guantanamo Bay are warranted, but mostly it sounds like torture for the sake of torture.
The interrogation techniques used at Guantanamo Bay in combination with their duration and the manner which they are applied, are overly aggressive, persistent, and border on the line of torture. Guantanamo Bay personnel “used cruelty, and even bizarre sexual tactics against the prisoners” (CBS News 5/23/11). These techniques were sometimes used to inspire the prisoners to offer confessions or any information that implicated themselves or others in terrorist activities or plans. But, these techniques were more often used as means to intimidate, embarrass, and terrorize the prisoners. According to the Washington Post, a detainee “was forced to wear a woman’s bra and had a thong placed on his head during the course of his interrogation and was told that his mother and sister were whores. With a lease tied to his chains, he was led around the room and forced to perform a series of dog tricks” (Woodward 5/23/11). While most people consider torture a form of physical abuse that results in the hurting of prisoners, there are other forms of “psychological” or “sexual” torture which is used to breakdown the prisoners. A Saudi who had been in flight school in the United Stated says at Guantanamo Bay he witnessed a female interrogator trying to sexually entice a male prisoner to somehow make the prisoner feel  disconnected and guilty in regards to his Islamic faith (CBS News 5/23/11). Earlier this April, medical evaluations were released in nine cases from Guantanamo Bay which revealed that detainees were subjected to harsh and consistent torture of both a psychological and physical nature (ScienceDaily 5/23/11). Army Colonel Patrick Lang, head of human intelligence at the Pentagon’s Defense Intelligence Agency, reports that prisoners have claimed to have been beaten, kicked, and knocked around with serious bodily consequences like busted heads, broken bones, and broken teeth (CBS News 5/23/11). One of the most common forms of interrogation and torture at Guantanamo Bay was a technique called waterboarding which is considered a process of controlled drowning. Prisoners are often blindfolded and restrained as water is poured over their mouths and noses causing their lungs to fill up with water and simulate drowning (Doyle 5/23/11). This technique rarely yields a confession, but results in physical and psychological torture. Under certain circumstances, United States officials claim that the interrogation techniques used by personnel at Guantanamo Bay are warranted, but mostly it sounds like torture for the sake of torture.
B. Paragraph #2

1. In Orwell’s 1984, the personnel of the Party’s Ministry of Love functioned similarly to the personnel of Guantanamo Bay concerning interrogation techniques practiced on prisoners.
2. The techniques used by the Ministry of Love ranged from physical abuse like: beatings and electrical shock treatments to psychological techniques which included starvation and sleep deprivation.

3.  The incidences, reports, and confessions made about the treatment of prisoners at Guantanamo Bay are strikingly reminiscent of Winston Smith’s experience at the Ministry of Love. Like the beatings that have been reported at Guantanamo Bay, Winston witnessed a man being beat by a Ministry of Love guard for not following directions. Winston says “[the guard] took his stand opposite the chinless man, and then, at a signal from the officer, let free a frightful blow, with all the weight of his body behind it, full in the chinless man’s mouth. The force of it seemed almost to knock him clear of the floor” (Orwell 235). The aftermath of such a beating included a bloody nose and mouth, as well as broken teeth. Later, Winston was the brunt of torture at the hands of O’Brien. Winston described this incident by saying that “of pain you could wish only one thing: that it should stop…In the face of pain there are no heroes, no heroes, he thought over and over as he writhed on the floor, clutching uselessly at his disabled arm” (Orwell 239). These “interrogation techniques” go beyond what is appropriate and crosses the line into the realm of torture. After this first beating, Winston mused about how consistent the beatings occurred and the text says, “How many times he had been beaten, how long the beatings had continued, he could not remember. Always there were five or six men in black uniforms at him simultaneously. Sometimes it was fists, sometimes it was truncheons, sometimes it was steel rods, sometimes it was boots” (Orwell 240). Again, these beatings that Winston endured are what Guantanamo Bay prisoners would call Orwellian in nature. As Winston’s physical beatings became less frequent, there was an increase in psychological torture. As stated in the text, “they slapped his face, wrung his ears, pulled his hair, made him stand on one leg, refused him leave to urinate, shone glaring lights in his face until his eyes ran with water; but the aim of this was simply to humiliate him and destroy his power of arguing and reasoning” (Orwell 243). The similarities in Winston’s humiliation to some of the sexual-type tactics used by Guantanamo Bay personnel are uncanny; both types of torture result in humiliation. Other techniques that were used by the Ministry of Love and O’Brien include shock treatment and the illusive Room 101. Like waterboarding at Guantanamo Bay, shock treatments were used on Winston to manipulate him into confessing. Lastly, Room 101 functioned as a “house of horrors” where every individual’s worst fear is presented to them. O’Brien says, “The worst thing in the world varies from individual to individual. It may be burial alive, or death by fire, or by drowning, or by impalement, or fifty other deaths. There are cases where it is some quite trivial thing, not even fatal” (Orwell 283). Again, the function of Room 101 is similar to various things that detainees are confronted with at Guantanamo Bay, some of which is their worst fear in the world. 
4. There is no mistaking that the interrogations tactics used by personnel at Guantanamo Bay may have been inspired by Orwell’s writing of 1984, but if they were not, the similarities are staggering.
In Orwell’s 1984, the personnel of the Party’s Ministry of Love functioned similarly to the personnel of Guantanamo Bay concerning interrogation techniques practiced on prisoners. The techniques used by the Ministry of Love ranged from physical abuse like: beatings and electrical shock treatments to psychological techniques which included starvation and sleep deprivation. The incidences, reports, and confessions made about the treatment of prisoners at Guantanamo Bay are strikingly reminiscent of Winston Smith’s experience at the Ministry of Love. Like the beatings that have been reported at Guantanamo Bay, Winston witnessed a man being beat by a Ministry of Love guard for not following directions. Winston says “[the guard] took his stand opposite the chinless man, and then, at a signal from the officer, let free a frightful blow, with all the weight of his body behind it, full in the chinless man’s mouth. The force of it seemed almost to knock him clear of the floor” (Orwell 235). The aftermath of such a beating included a bloody nose and mouth, as well as broken teeth. Later, Winston was the brunt of torture at the hands of O’Brien. Winston described this incident by saying that “of pain you could wish only one thing: that it should stop…In the face of pain there are no heroes, no heroes, he thought over and over as he writhed on the floor, clutching uselessly at his disabled arm” (Orwell 239). These “interrogation techniques” go beyond what is appropriate and crosses the line into the realm of torture. After this first beating, Winston mused about how consistent the beatings occurred and the text says, “How many times he had been beaten, how long the beatings had continued, he could not remember. Always there were five or six men in black uniforms at him simultaneously. Sometimes it was fists, sometimes it was truncheons, sometimes it was steel rods, sometimes it was boots” (Orwell 240). Again, these beatings that Winston endured are what Guantanamo Bay prisoners would call Orwellian in nature. As Winston’s physical beatings became less frequent, there was an increase in psychological torture. As stated in the text, “they slapped his face, wrung his ears, pulled his hair, made him stand on one leg, refused him leave to urinate, shone glaring lights in his face until his eyes ran with water; but the aim of this was simply to humiliate him and destroy his power of arguing and reasoning” (Orwell 243). The similarities in Winston’s humiliation to some of the sexual-type tactics used by Guantanamo Bay personnel are uncanny; both types of torture result in humiliation. Other techniques that were used by the Ministry of Love and O’Brien include shock treatment and the illusive Room 101. Like waterboarding at Guantanamo Bay, shock treatments were used on Winston to manipulate him into confessing. Lastly, Room 101 functioned as a “house of horrors” where every individual’s worst fear is presented to them. O’Brien says, “The worst thing in the world varies from individual to individual. It may be burial alive, or death by fire, or by drowning, or by impalement, or fifty other deaths. There are cases where it is some quite trivial thing, not even fatal” (Orwell 283). Again, the function of Room 101 is similar to various things that detainees are confronted with at Guantanamo Bay, some of which is their worst fear in the world. There is no mistaking that the interrogations tactics used by personnel at Guantanamo Bay may have been inspired by Orwell’s writing of 1984, but if they were not, the similarities are staggering.

